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N CZECHBASEBALL .

From its early beginnings in YMCA camps in the 1920s, through the first
encounters with bat and ball introduced by Joe First, the publication of
official rules in 1954 and the formation of the first clubs, Czech baseball
has traveled along and often challenging road. The sport endured decades
of political adversity under the communist regime before finding new
momentum after the velvet revolution in 1989. A game that long searched
for its place in a country devoted to ice hockey and football never stopped
believing in its future.

The Czech national team’s promotion to Pool A of the European
Championship in 1996 marked an important milestone. What followed
was years of systematic work: building infrastructure, expanding the
player base, developing youth programs, and enduring narrow defeats at
European Championships and missed qualifications for the World Baseball
Classic—experiences that shaped today’s generation.

The turning point came in recent years. Participation in the World
Baseball Classic 2023 sparked an unprecedented baseball boom in
the Czech Republic, further fueled by a bronze medal at the European
Championship.

Today, Czech baseball belongs among Europe's elite. Its youth
development system regularly earns medals on the international stage,
and in 2025 the Czech national teams captured four medals across four
European Championships. Most notably, the first-ever senior men’s medal
represented a long-awaited reward for generations of Czech baseball
players and coaches.
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The Czech Extraliga continues to attract players from around the world,
such as16-year NPBveteran Takashi Ogino, while Czech players also pursue
professional opportunities abroad. Prague is home to the oldest baseball
tournament in Central Europe—the Prague Baseball Week—and the Czech
Republic has established itself as one of Europe’s most respected hosts of
major international events, including the Men’s European Championship
in 2023 and the U12, U23, and Women’'s European Championships in
2025. In 2026, Czech teams will also appear at the U15 and U23 World
Championships.

Now, the Czech national team returns to the world’s biggest baseball

stage for the second time in its history. At the iconic Tokyo Dome, it will
face four of the world'’s best teams at the World Baseball Classic 2026.
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SMALL COUNTRY,
BIG DREAMS

DESIRE IS A MIRACLE

DATA SOCIAL MEDIA BASEBALL CZECH 2025

FACEBOOK Czech baseball has fans not only on social

IMPRESSIONS 15,5 mil. Media, but they can also be seen and heard at

REACH 9mil. Stadiums.
FOLLOWERS 15,9k They already cheered loudly fo the Czech

I team in Tokyo in 2023. And this year there will

IMPRESSIONS 45 mil. be even more of them. We are expecting more

REACH 5,1mil. than 400 of the most loyal fans in the stands,
FOLLOWERS 28k Who have flown across the world to support
_ the Czech national team.

RETWEET 7k We would like to thak everyone who supports
FOLLOWERS 5,5k usonthe field, on TV, or through social media.

We greatly appreciate this support.
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WHAT IS YOUR FONDEST MEMORY OF WBC 2023?
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v Martin “Magic” Muzik
T i #  “Win against China.”
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William Escala

“Watching Muzik hit the
go-ahead homerun from the
s TSRS SS  on-deckccircle.”
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Ondrej Satoria
“The reaction of Japanese
fans to our team.”
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Petr Zyma

“Game against Japan, as we

scored first in the first inning

with Sasaki on the mound.”
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Marek Chlup
“Muzik's homerun.”
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Tomas Duffek
“Pitching against team Japan
infront of sold out Tokio dome.
Watching finals USA vs Japan
last out Trout vs Ohtani”
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Jeff Barto
"“Seeing my 1year old daughter
and wife in the stands and on
the Jumbotron. Also seeing her
sound asleep in her seat during
5 the celebration win over China.”
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PETR DITRICH
President of Czech Baseball Association

It took us three attempts to qualify for the World Baseball Classic
tournament. We finally succeeded in 2022 in Regensburg. Our first
appearance in the main tournament in 2023 was a major turning point in
the perception of baseball in the Czech Republic. We succeeded on the
field, and thanks to television and dozens of broadcasts on Czech national
television, baseball became one of the most popular sports. People began
to understand the game’s principles and identified with their team. These
are the emotions that team sports bring, and we are very grateful to all the
fans who support us.

We greatly appreciate this year's second chance to play in the main
tournament. We hoped to be in the Tokyo group, and we are happy to return
to Japan. We recognize that we are facing another significant challenge,
as all our opponents are among the world’s best. Facing professional-level
baseball is a big challenge for us, but itis also an honor to compete against
the best players from professional leagues.

We have been preparing intensively for this tournament for the last three
years. We had the opportunity to play six games against Asian opponents,
which taught us a lot. We would like to thank the NPB, KBO, and CPBL
organizations for inviting us to games in Nagoya, Seoul, and Taipei. We won
a medal at the European Championships for the first time in history, which
gave us the motivation to work even harder in training.

We will definitely be better than in 2023, but everyone will be better.
We want to present ourselves with attractive play that shows heart and
passion. We'll see how far that takes us.

We look forward to seeing all our wonderful fans!!! Be there with us.
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PAVEL CHADIM
Manager of the Czech national team

Three years of preparation have passed, during which we gave
opportunities to more than 100 players. For the main event, the 2026 WBC,
we selected 30 players in whom we have the greatest trust. We selected
15 pitchers and 15 position players. Three Czech players from the previous
WBC have played in Japanese professional leagues. The most successful
among them was Marek Chlup, who even appeared in the prestigious NPB
league wearing the uniform of the Yomiuri Giants, Japan’s most iconic
club. We believe they will prove that we did not waste those three years
and that we made full use of every opportunity that came our way. We are
pleased that one third of the roster for WBC 2026 consists of new players,
mostly young prospects.

Our opponents in the group are among the absolute elite of world
baseball; internally, we refer to our pool C as the “pool of death.” We believe
we will use all four games to demonstrate that, thanks in part to the support
we recived, it is possible to reach a world-class level even under amateur
conditions and in a small baseball nation.

The number of children under the age of ten playing baseball in Czechia
has doubled, and we are now able to sell out stadiums even for games held
on Czech soil. Czech baseball is experiencing a dream era, and we do not
want to wake up from it. We are fully aware that without continued hard
work and commitment from the entire baseball community, everything we
have achieved could be lost again.

At the same time, we want our performances to inspire other baseball
countries in similar situations—to not lose hope and to join us in raising
the overall level of international baseball. We believe that global baseball
needs, alongside the outstanding American and Asian teams, the success
of European teams as well—especially those that give opportunities to
players who grew up withinthe European baseball environment. Comparing
baseball teams from all continents is extremely exciting for every fan.

Personally, my main goal for WBC 2026 is to show that we have not wasted
either this three-year period of preparation or the support we have received
from Japan. We know that without the World Baseball Classic, Czech
baseball would never have reached the position it holds today. Thank you.
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JOURNEY TO
WBC 2026

PAVEL CHADIM
Manager of the Czech national team

Journey to World Baseball Classic 2026

Preparation for the 2026 WBC effectively began immediately after the
conclusion of WBC 2023. Thanks to the support of Nippon Professional
Baseball (NPB), doors opened to games we had only dreamed of in the
past. We played a series against the Samurai Japan, faced the Premier12
champions from Chinese Taipei, and in the fall of 2025, we competed in
Seoul against team Korea. These six games were attended by more than
130,000 fans in the stadiums.

Hideki Kuriyama, the manager of the Japanese national team that won
the 2023 WBC, visited the Czechia as an ambassador of Czech-Japanese
baseball cooperation and wished us good luck ahead of the 2023 European
Championship. We deeply appreciate the support of Japanese baseball
and are incredibly grateful for the partnerships that have been established.

Between 2023 and 2026, we also competed in two European
Championships, finishing both tournaments with a record of 4 wins and
2 losses. At the home European Championship in 2023, we placed fifth.
Last year in Rotterdam, Netherlands, we achieved a historic milestone by
winning our first-ever medal at the Men’s European Championship. In the
bronze medal game, we defeated the reigning European champions from
Spain.

A key part of our preparation has been Europe’s oldest international
baseball tournament, held annually in Prague. Prague Baseball Week has,
for the first time in its history, welcomed national teams of Japan, Chinese
Taipei, and Italy, and in 2026 it will also host the Netherlands national
team—something that would have been unimaginable just a few years ago.
During this period, the first-ever book about Czech baseball was published,
and last spring we prepared for the season in Florida in cooperation with
five MLB organizations.

All of this represents an unforgettable experience and a level of support
that was previously unimaginable for us.
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2024

PRAGUE BASEBALL WEEK
CZECHIA 1:3 TAIPEI
CZECHIA 4:3|7:6 GERMANY
CZECHIA 3:9

GERMAN SERIES
CZECHIA  8:62:5|5:7

SWISS SERIES

JOURNEY TO WBC 2026

RESULTS CZECH NATIONAL TEAM 2023-2025

WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC

CZECHIA
CZECHIA
CZECHIA
CZECHIA

PRAGUE BASEBALL WEEK

CZECHIA
CZECHIA

CHINA

JAPAN

KOREA
AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH

WALES COUNTRY

AUSTRIA

CZECHIA
ASIA TRIP
CZECHIA
CZECHIA

10:2]12:0

2:2] 3:10
1:7 ] 0:9

CZECHIA BBJO

GLOBETROTTERS |

ROTTERDAM BASEBALL WEEK

CZECHIA 0:1] 6:0[1:6 NETHERLANDS
PREPARING GAMES

CZECHIA 71553 ITALY

MARLINS PUERTO

CZECHIA 8:1] 5:7 | 12:11 DE LA CRUZ
EUROBASEBALL - 5™ PLACE

CZECHIA : AUSTRIA

CZECHIA : GREECE

CZECHIA : SPAIN

CZECHIA ; GR. BRITAIN (QF)

CZECHIA 3 FRANCE

CZECHIA ] ISRAEL

CZECHIA 3:4

CZECHIA 5:4

CZECHIA 1:5
CZECHIA 3:4

CZECHIA 6:2]1:2
CZECHIA 15:2
CZECHIA 15:4

CZECHIA 6:0]15:5] 6:3

CZECHIA 8:2

CZECHIA 2:15] 9:8

CZECHIA 1:8
CZECHIA 9:1
CZECHIA 10:0
CZECHIA 4:3
CZECHIA 5:8
CZECHIA 9:2

CZECHIA 0:3| 1:1

TAIPEI

JAPAN

HOUSTON
ASTROS
ST.LOUIS
CARDINALS
NEW YORK METS
ATLANTA BRAVES

GERMANY
ITALY
AUSTRIA

GERMANY

BASEBALL JOBS
OVERSEAS

ITALY

GERMANY
SPAIN
SWEDEN
ISRAEL (QF)
ITALY (SF)
SPAIN (3RD)

KOREA




SCHEDULE

TAIPEI
VA

CZECHIA
VS

CZECHIA

7 PM JST
(11 AM CET)

12 AM JST

MARCH 5 (4 AM CET)

MARCH7

AUSTRALIA
VA

CZECHIA

CZECHIA

12AM JST |
(4 AM CET) M

7 PM (JST)
(11 AM CET)

~ MARCH10

SAVE THE QUEEN
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ROSTER

Jeffrey
Filip
Tomas
Lukas
Lukas
Filip
Michal
Marek
Jan
Tomas
Daniel
Ondrej
Martin
Ondrej
Boris
Matou$
Martin
Martin
Martin
William
Ryan
Vojtéch
Martin
Jan
Milan
Terrin
Marek
Marek
Max
Michal

Surname

Barto
Capka
Duffek
Ercoli
Hlouch
Kollmann
Kovala
Minafik
Novak
Ondra
Padysak
Satoria
Schneider
Vank
Vecerka
Bubenik
Cervenka
Zelenka
Cervinka
Escala
Johnson
Mensik
Muzik
Pospisil
Prokop
Vavra
Chlup
Krejcirik
Prejda
Sindelka

Pronounciation

Fl-lip CZAHP-kah
TOH-mash DOO-fek
LOOH-kash ER-koli
LOOH-kash HLOUKH

Fl-lip KOHL-man

MIH-hal KOH-vah-lah
MAH-rek MIH-nah-rzheek
YAHN NOH-vak

TOH-mash ON-drah
DAH-nih-yel PAH-dih-shaak
ON-dzhray SAH-toh- ree-yah
MAH-rtin SHNY-der
ON-dzhray VANKH

BOH-ris Ve-CHER-kah
MAH-toush BOO-beh-neek
MAH-rtin CZER-ven-kah
MAH-rtin Ze-LEN-kah
MAH-rtin CZER-vin-kah

VOY-tyekh MEN-sheek
MAH-rtin MOO-zheek
YAhn POSH-pee-shil
MIH-lahn PROH-kop

MAH-rek HLOOP

MAH-rek KRAY-chee-rzeek
MAKS PREY-dah

MIH-hal SHIN-del-kah

Pronounciation
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T UvT
b~x—>a
IWhH—>a
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Y
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Nbho—>a
NITav
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JxFzIA
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FILTa>h
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oy
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Date of Birth
(mm/dd/yyyy)
09-15-1989
11-04-1998
09-12-1989
04-17-1996
12-12-2000
06-22-2005
12-28-2003
06-28-1993
01-19-1994
03-20-1996
07-02-2000
02-26-1997
03-04-1986
04-25-2005
08-22-2003
10-28-2005
08-03-1992
12-20-2000
03-03-1997
12-11-1998
09-29-1992
05-24-1998
04-23-1996
10-21-2003
02-12-2003
05-12-1997
01-09-1999
06-27-2001
06-06-2007
11-04-2005

Birth Place (Country, City)

USA, Boise, ID
Czechia, Brno

Czechia, Prague

Czechia, Roudnice nad Labem

Czechia, Trebi¢
Czechia, Trebi¢
Czechia, Ostrava
Czechia, Louny
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Uherské Hradisté
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Ostrava
Czechia, Olomouc
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Brno
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Prague
Czechia, Brno
USA, Miami, FL
Canada, Winnipeg

Czechia, Brno

Czechia, Ceské Budé&jovice

Czechia, Brno
Czechia, Brno

USA, Menomonie, WI
Czechia, Cesky Dub
Czechia, Trebi¢
Czechia, Praha

Czechia, Brno

Participations

WBC 23, Euro 25

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
Euro U23 25, Euro 25
WBCq 22 WBC 23

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
Euro 25

WBCq 22, WBC 23

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23

Euro U23 25

Euro U23 25

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
Euro 25

WBCq 22, Euro 25

WBC 23, Euro 25

Euro 25

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
Euro U23 25

WBC 23, Euro U23 25, Euro 25
WBCq 22, WBC 23

WBCq 22, WBC 23, Euro 25
Euro 25

Euro U23 25, Euro 25
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Eric Sogard

WHAT Do YOU LIKE “respectful baseball culture”

= 5297414
MOST ABOUT JAPAN? <
E ZIKGJ;I% '~:—§ 79: 2: :5 ‘3:15—[—(3_75\? “balance and calmnesJ:T)rl:li;\i/fil'('

NTVRAEEBEE
BIZED

Marek Chlup
“food, salmon sushi”

&g &8 Y-t~

. Willie Escala
“how respectful the culture is,
wagyu beef”

Pavel Chadim BASEOBERS
“respect and courage, sushi” e
WREER (
8] Martin Muzik
"food and kindness of people”
' ABEBEALDELE
- 1T - I~

Martin Cervenka = = =it N ‘,5_‘%“&; A
"food,sushi",\.‘ . Pl w.." § 1

BEE &, . Ly B,

Lukas Ercoli
"love for babies, tuna sashimi” -
FERPANDEE -~

RTOOFE [

Daniel Padys$ak
“very friendly people,
beautiful nature, yakiniku and

tonkatsu” Emr __
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Evenif youonly do sports for fun. Download
the EPP Pomahej pohybem app, and the CEZ Fo_ _ da i
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Tomé&s Ondra
“the order in everything they do”
MEDINTICHELHDEZS




22

COACHING STAFF

Hobbies: family, golf
Guilty pleasure:

Peaky Blinders

One interesting fact
about yourself: | am the
worst singer in the world
Bio: A baseball fanatic
and former national
team player who helped
Czech baseball advance
to Czechia’s first ever
European Chamionship

Chadim Pavel

Manager

Team: Draci Brno

Age: 54 Nickname: Chada
Job: neurologist

Favourite MLB player: Ichiro Suzuki

in1996. A accomplished coach who has achived

success with national teams across all age categories.

He led the men’s national team to the WBC for the
first time and to its first-ever medal at the European
Championship. As a player, he won 10 championship
titles in a row and was twice voted MVP of the year.

He has long been involved in development projects

at the Czech Baseball Association (CBA) and has
already coached some of his current players in the
junior national team. He greatly appreciates the
support from Japanese baseball and would bend over
backwards for the fans.

V. BASEBALL CZECH

Hobbies: spending time
with my kids

Guilty pleasure:
Landman

One interesting fact
about yourself: | really
like sci-fi

Hobbies: family

Guilty pleasure:
Moblands / Landman
One interesting fact
about yourself: | am
introvert and being in
team atmosphere is tiring
for me.

CZECH TEAM

Derhak Alexander
Hitting Coach

Team: independent

Age: 45 Nickname: Sash

Job: baseball coach, English teacher
Favourite MLB player: Carlton Fisk

Bio: The American native joined the Czech
Extraleague in 2010, when he played for Technika
Brno, He settled in Czechia and won five titles with
Draci Brno. He served as the manager of Hrosi Brno,
which he has led to the finals three times. He joined
the Czech's men'’s national team’s coaching staff in
2021.1n 2024, he completed a coaching intership with
the Chiba Lotte Marines club. His role model outside of
baseball is Tom Bradly.

Hussey John
Pitching Coach

Team: HrosSi Brno

Age: 39 Nickname: Huss
Job: baseball coach
Favourite MLB player: Derek Jeter

Bio: The Australian-born former MiLB pitcher played
nine seasons of professional baseball. He joined the
Extraleague in 2015, playing for Technika Brno. He
settled in Brno, spending three years with Technika,
then two years with Draci, and finally moving to

Hrosi Brno, where, in addition to playing, was also
involved in pitchers development. He joined the Czech
men'’s national team’s coaching staff in 2021. He
played in 130 games in the Extraleague, pitched 610 IP,
and recorded 684 K. He last appeared on the mound
in 2024.
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Hobbies: Traveling and
exploring new places and
food around the world
Guilty pleasure:

Dark chocolate

One interesting fact
about yourself: Speak
three different languages
Bio: A former player for
Olympia Blansko and
Technika Brno, he devoted

Hobbies: mountain bike,
carpentry

Guilty pleasure:

Lord of the Rings

Stribrcky Petr

3rd Base Coach

Team: Toronto Blue Jays / Vancouver Canadiens
Age: 40

Job: baseball coach

Favourite MLB player: Greg Maddux

himself to coaching youth in Czechia in addition to
playing. In the big world of baseball coaching, he

has been working in the Toronto Blue Jays for the

last seven years. He got to the USA via Portugal. He
worked as a rookie coach in the Dominican Republic,
and in 2025 he worked in Vancouver with the
Canadiens in MiLB. He joined the Czech national team
with the help of umpire Zdenék Zidek, who connected
him with Pavel Chadim. He played for the national
team at the 2008 World University Games.

Zyma Petr
Bench Coach
Team: Eagles Praha

Age: 36 Nickname: Zymen
Job: fund manager, daytime trader
Favourite MLB player: Derek Jeter

Bio: He appeared on the fieldas captain and leader
at the last WBC, and now he is returning to Tokyo
as a coach. The Eagles Praha icon comes from

a baseball-softball family, has experience playing

Hobbies: hockey, golf,
tenis, mountains

Guilty pleasure:

Frienids, Pripady prvniho
oddélen

One interesting fact
about yourself: | cry when
| watch the Pearl Harbor,
but who doesn’t?

@

Neveéril David

1st Base Coach

Team: Tempo Praha

Age: 34 Nickname: Dawe, DavcCa
Job: baseball, logistics and transportation
Favourite MLB player: Mookie Bets

Bio: The Tempo Praha player and former national team
technical director accepted Pavel Chadim’s offer to
serve as 1st base coach for the current national team.
He entered the Extraleague at the age of 16, played

in the infield and as a pitcher, and has appeared in

443 games so far. As a pitcher, he listened to MGK to
prepare, but as a coach, he no longer listens to music
before games.

Kenshoku Takubo

Coach

Team: HroSi Brno

Age: 41 Nickname: Kenny
Job: baseball coach

Favourite MLB player: Torii Hunter
Hobbies: watchig Star Wars movies
Guilty pleasure: anime “Npo-chamu”

One interesting fact about yourself: I'm actually
kinder than people think.

college baseball at the NCAA level, and has 20 years in
the Extraleague (624 H, 304 RBI) under his belt, where
dance cuban salsa and he still plays. Hls first major men’s national team event
learning to play the was the 2014 European Championship, and he has
ukulele. a gold medal from the U21 European Championship in
2010.

One interesting fact
about yourself: | can
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COACHING STAFF

Randak Dusan & Drapela Simon

Assistant Coach - Bullpen Catcher

Team: independent il v Team: Kotlarka Praha Nickname: Saymon
Job: psychiatrist and psychotherapist Job: student, own a cosmetics brand -
Favourite MLB player: Perez, Ohtani, Sasaki I | eccomerce + retail

Hobbies: family, floorbal coaching, music, work (' J) Favourite MLB player: Francisco Lindor
Guilty pleasure: The Traitors, Twin Peaks Hobbies: working out

One interesting fact about yourself: Member of an Guilty pleasure: The Office

amateur theater group and collaborator on the TV One interesting fact about yourself: | have an ATC
serie The Traitors CZ licence

Kunst Pavel Winkler Jakub

Assistant Coach , Bullpen Catcher

Team: Tempo Praha  Nickname: Pablo i C 8 Team: Draci Brno Nickname: daa Winky
Job: [T business, CBA a Job: -student .

Favourite MLB player: Javier Baez Favourite MLB player: Javier Baez

Yo (R i ; Hobbies: listening to music, spending time
Ho!obles. hiking, doing other sports, family sl el oleping SlepEia e
Guilty pleasure: Star Trek . .
. . . Guilty pleasure: Okresni prebor (Czech TV Show)
One interesting fact about yourself: When | raise Onei ing f b If: 1 h h
my voice, it doesn’t mean that I'm angry, but often ne interesting fact about yourselt: | have the

it's because I'm very involved in the conversation most severe case of color blindness possible.
and | want to express that I'm telling the truth.

TrlIESdale Joseph 5 Surname Pronounciation Pronounciation

Assistant Coach Pavel Chadim | PAH-vel KHAH-dim Rz NF 1Ly

Team: Kotlarka Praha Nickname: Joe

Job: physiotherapist

Favourite MLB player: Ken Griffey Jr.
Hobbies: family, snowboarding, scuba diving

Alexander |Derhak TLIHYIE— | HA—=N\D
John Hussey oav Ny>—
Petr Stribrcky | PEH-tr STRZHEE-brts-kee KL S EewlIWESS

Best ever advice: Play baseball as long as you can... Petr Zyma e nal b A=
One interesting fact about yourself: I've e NEE] B N E Rl 2 0] bl FITI—

beenin two TV shows and a Documentary. The Takubo Kenshoku
cloguimiiiay s e st bessell Du$an Randak DOO-shan RAHN-daak (N2 % e

Pavel Kunst PAH-vel KOONST NIz 73

Joseph Truesdale oa— ro)L—XTFTA1IL
Simon Drapela |SAAJ-mn DRAA-peh-lah SEY RS—RS
Jakub Winkler | YAH-kubh WIN-kler Yo7 AT T
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Duffek Tomas

Team: Eagles Praha

Age: 36 Nickname: Duffy
Job: baseball development coach
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025

Barto Jeffrey

Team: Nuclears Trebic

Age: 36 Nickname: Barto
Job: baseball coach and manager
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025

ﬁq
-

W-L ERA IP K W-L ERA IP K
0-0/1-0 0.00/2.84 5/6 4/5 / 2-2/0-0 2.79/3.00 52/3 40/1
P 19 Favourite MLB player: Bill Buckner i’i - A P 7 Favourite MLB player: Derek Jeter

Hobbies: outdoor besalbell aier selheel Hobbies: family and kids Bio: One of the most experienced Czech pitchers.
(hunting, hiking travelling) Bio: The left-hander born in Idaho joined the Czech Guilty pleasure: He debuted in Extraleague at the age of 16 and made
What is the best advice Extraleague in 2016 as a pitcher for Hro$i Brno. After Bachelor, Too hot to an appearence for the Czech national team at the
you have ever received: a couple of successful seasons, he settled down, started hand_le . Intercontinental Cup in 2010. A star player for Eagles
Whether you think you a family in the Czech Republic, and later received Czech One interesting fact Praha, who is close to 1,000 K (998) and 100 W (99) in
can, or you think you citizenship. In 2022, he became a manager and pitcher a!oout yourself: | can league competition. It will most likely be his last WBC
can't... you're right. for the Trebi¢ Nuclears, leading the club to its first-ever flip the pancakes just by tournament.

One interesting fact medal in 2025. He has played and coached at American throwing them up in the

about yourself: Never universities and in Croatia, Austria, and Australia. He has air on the pan.

intended to continue pitched nearly 350 innings in the Extraleague, and with an

playing/coaching ERA of 2.84, he ranks 18th all-time among pitchers.

Ercoli Lukas

Team: Kotlarka Praha
Age: 29 Nickname: Kolie, KolCa

Job: Baseball Czech marketing and
communications director

Stats: Extraleague 2025

Capka Filip

Team: DraciBrno

Age: 27 Nickname: Chappy
Job: inthe space industry

Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
W-L ERA IP K

63/0-0  468/0.00 83/2 69/1 W-L ERA P_K
. i 7-4 3.76 84 85
P 14 Favourite MLB player: Justin Verlander i )
e Favourite MLB player: Eric Sogard

Hobbies: board games Bio: Pitcher for Draci Brno who has already won Hobbies: hiking with my Bio: He started playing baseball in a small club called
and cross-country skiing five Extraleague titles with them. He also has wife, gardening Praotci Roudnice. He was a member of youth national
with friends experience playing abroad, having played for Wake Guilty pleasure: teams and made his debut in the men’s national
Guilty pleasure: Tech Community College in the USA and also in the One _Plece . team at WBCq 22 after excellent performances in
Eurotrip (2014) Netherlands. Among his greatest achievements, he One interesting f?Ct the Extraleague. He won the championship title with
One interesting fact counts advancing to the Junior League World Series about yourself: | like Kotlarka Praha in 2015 and helped Hro&i Brno reach
about yourself: | was/am and his performance at the tournament. In 2025, he cats. My cat’s name is their first Extraleague final in history in 2022, setting
a boy scout surpassed the 400 K mark in Extraleague. He enjoys Dorota. the Extraleague record for the longest quality start

streak (11).

listening to rap and techno music before a game.
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Hobbies: running or hiking
Guilty pleasure:

Czech Bachelor.

One interesting fact
about yourself:

| love fast cars

PLAYERS

Hlouch Lukas

Team: Nuclears Trebic
Age: 25 Nickname: Candy
Job: nuclear equipment operator
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
W-L ERA IP K
6-2/0-0 3.03/0.00 71/1  58/2

Favourite MLB player: David Oritz

Bio: He started playing for the men’s national team at
the age of 17 and was a member of the U23 team that
won a gold medal at the European Championship in
Prague (2019). He has been playing in the Extraleague
for 10 years, recording 407 K, playing for 3 clubs, and
for the last 3 years he has been an important support
of his home team, Nuclears Trebi¢. In the first game of
the K-Series, he was named MVP of the game for his
performance. If he did not play baseball, he would have

played soccer.

Kovala Michal

Team: Chipola College (USA) / Arrows s Ostrava
Age: 22 Nickname: Micro, Kovi

Job: student

Stats: New England Collegiate Baseball League 2024 /

Atlantic Coast Conference 2024
W-L ERA IP K

3-2/0-0 11.25/4.0 20/18 28/18
Favourite MLB player: Paul Skenes

P 5

Hobbies: video games
Guilty pleasure:

Demon Slayer

One interesting fact
about yourself: |'ve
reached master rank in
League of legends which
only 0.4% of players reach
from 100Mil

Bio: The discovery from WBCq 2022 seansation
struggled with injuries last year, but should now be
fully fit. He started playing in the Czechia'a top league
at the age of 15, beginning as an infielder. He won

two championship titles with the Arrows Ostrava and
then left to attend high school in the USA, There, he
focused more on pitching and in 2023 was ranked

first among European prospects by Perfect Game.
Everyone believes that his return to the game will bring
a lot of success to the Czech team.

Hobbies: skiing

Guilty pleasure:

The walking dead

One interesting fact
about yourself: | started
pitching when | was 16,
before that | used to be a
catcher.

Kollmann Filip

Team: Arizona Western College / Nuclears Trebi¢
Age: 20 Nickname: Coolman
Job: student
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
W-L ERA IP K
3-2/0-0 2.95/7.71 46/2 64/0

Favourite MLB player: Mason Miller

Bio: The promising pitcher from Trebi¢ Nuclears

had a dream year in 2025. He won silver with the U23
national team at the European Championships on the
home soil, bronze with the men'’s national team, and
will now make his debut at the WBC. He made his first
appearance in front of an Asian audience at the Asia

Trip series in 2024, and a year earlier he was part of

the Czech team at the U18 World Championships. He
has played four seasons in the Czech top league and
already recorder over 100 strikeouts.

Minarik Marek

- Team: Sokol Hluboka
ko< Age: 32 Nickname: Mina
& | Job: real estate
: Stats: Extraleague 2025
V - W-L ERA IP K
0-0 0.00 2 1

Guilty pleasure: Slovakia TV show Farm

P15

Hobbies: ice hockey
What is the best advice
you have ever received:
Control the controllables
One interesting fact
about yourself: That I'm
really handy and enjoy
fixing and building things

-
=0

Bio: “Czech Shohei Ohtani” returns to the mound

after more than a year's break. The hero of the WBC
qualifiers in Regensburg and the match against China
will build on his performances from previous years.
The former MiLB pitcher in the Pirates and Phillies
organizations has played for three clubs since his
return to the Extraleague. In 2023, he was named the
best pitcher in the Extraleague. In addition to pitching,
he plays in the outfield and is also an excellent hitter. In
2025 he joined the Czech Home Run Club. He loves ice
hockey and is very good at it as well.
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Novak Jan

Team: Kotlarka Praha
Age: 32 Nickname: Johny
Job: custom headwear & finance
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
W-L ERA IP K
2-1/0-0 4.39/0.00 1/7  4/9

Padysak Daniel
Team: OQisix Niigata Albirex (JPN)
Age: 25 Nickname: Pady
Job: baseball player
Stats: Japan Eastern League 2025
W-L ERA IP K
0-0 0.00 B 2
Favourite MLB player: Nolan Ryan

Hobbies: surf Bio: The former left-handed pitcher for the MiLB Hobbies: watching Bio: The first Czech pitcher ever to play professional
Guilty pleasure: Baltimore Orioles had to take a two-year break movies and reading books  paseball in Japan, as Pady$ak signed a contract with
Hunter X Hunter due to an elbow injury. He gradually returned to Guilty pleasure: Niigata in 2025. Before that, he was successfull in

One interesting fact the mound last year, when he returned to his home The (_Ehosen . the USA, where in 2022, he helped CSU to its first
aboutyourself: 'man OG  team Kotlarka Praha after three seasons with Sokol One interesting fact conference title since 2000. He spent five seasons
housekeeper Hluboka. He already represented Czechia in the 2012 about yourself: | can at universities in the USA. He made his debut for the
Who is your role model WBC Qualifiers. At the European Championships dunk a basketball men's national team in 2018 at the Superé tournament
outside of baseball? in Rotterdam, he pitched 7.1 1P, with O runs and 9 and he was the starting pitcher against China at the 23
Tereza Novak Houdkova strikeouts. WBC, delivering 4 nearly perfect innings (4 IP, OR, O H,
(wife) 2 BB, 49 pitches).

Ondra Tomas & Satoria Ondrej

Team: Hrosi Brno (2025) / Draci Brno (2026) * Team: Arrows Ostrava
Age: 29 Nickname: TO \ o¢ 2 Age: 29 Nickname: Saty, Satka, Sat
Job: product specialist for an aortic valve

Job: electrical Construction Control Technician

implantation ! ) Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025 < w\\ WL ERA " .
W-L ERA IP K : ~
0-1/11  450/1.74 34/10 27/7 ; 7-4/2-0  2.86/3.38  101/8  66/7
Favourite MLB player: Pedro Martinez i ; — P 35 Favourite MLB player: Yoshinobu Yamamoto

Hobbies: brunch against Spain (8,11P; 6 SO; 1.74 ERA). He also played Hobbies: hiking, among fans by striking out Japanese star Shohei Ohtani.
Guilty pleasure: in Germany for several years, most recently for the bouldering, soccer, father  Hjs performance earned him the respect of the whole
Ted Lasso Regensburg Legionare team. After his return to Guilty pleasure: of Japan and made him one of the most popular Czech
One interesting fact Czechia, he became a Hrosi Brno ace, with whom he Star Wars players in the country. In 2025, he accepted an official
about yourself: advanced to the finals three times against Draci Brno. One interesting fact invitation to participate in Expo and performed the

| can play guitar He announced his transfer to the Draci Brno for the about yourself: After ceremonial first pitch of an NPB game. His most popular
Bio: The protege of 2026 season. He has pitched more than 500 IP in the baseball, I'm going to- and effective pitch is the so-called “worker”. Throughout
Arrows Ostrava was league. With his project “Svét baseballistd” (World of focus a lot on bouldering his career, he has remained loyal to his home club in

the hero of the bronze Baseball Players), he is involved in the development of Bio: The experienced Ostrava, helping them win three championship titles. He
medal match at the young pitchers in Czechia. Arrows Ostrava pitcher has pitched more than 900 IP in the top Czech league. His
European Championships made a name for himself sporting idol is Lionel Messi.
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Vecerka Boris

Team: HrosiBrno

Age: 22 Nickname: The Missile
Job: baseball player, bouncer at a club
Favourite MLB player: Trevor Bauer

Schneider Martin

Team: Skokani Olomouc

Age: 40 Nickname: Schneidy, Omar
Job: firefighter

Stats: World Baseball Classic 2023

N W-L ERA IP K
X/ 0/0 257 7 2
2 g P 13 Favourite MLB player: Derek Jeter,Omar Vizquel 7 P 54

Hobbies: guitar, drawing, page of The New York Times. For many years, he was Hobbies: playing MLBthe  Bjo: Another pitching rookie on the Czech team at the
woodwork a great support to the national team as a pitcher, ShO_W WBC and another pitcher returning from injury. At the
Guilty pleasure: catcher, and batter. He won 12 Extraleague titles with G_ullty pleasure: end of 2022, he signed a professional contract with
Commando (1985) Draci Brno and recorded 73 W as a pitcher. He fought Rick and Morty the Arizona Diamondbacks in MiLB. After suffering
Best advice ever: three times in the Czech jersey to get to the WBC One interesting fact two Tommy John surgeries, he is now back and even
Just be yourself (2012, 2016, 2022) and his performance against Spain about yourself: | had 2 pitched his firt games since the injury in the 2025
Bio: The most famous helped secure the advancement to the WBC 2023. He tommy john surgeries Japanese Winter League.

firefighter in Czechia is returning to the mound after an injury, but he will

and certainly the only certainly give his all on the field.

one to make the front

Bubenik Matous

Team: UNC Wilmington (USA) / Eagles Praha
Age: 21 Nickname: Buben

Job: student

Stats: P27 Academy / Extraleague 2025

Vank Ondrej

Team: Northeastern Junior College (USA) / Tempo Praha
Age: 20 Nickname: Vankyy

Job: student

Stats: Euro U23 2025/ NJCAA Region 9

W-L ERA IP K AB AVG HR  RBI
: 1-0/9-4  0.00/4.54  4/67  6/92 144/79  375/.278 11/2 38/24
ﬁ o e P 23 Favourite MLB player: Trey Yesavage Favourite MLB player: John Jaso

Hobbies: video games, Bio: A peer to Matous Bubenik, they have been playing Hobbjes: ) Bio: A representative of the upcoming generation of
rea_dlng together in national teams since they were 12 years Ilst?nlng to music players who began playing in the US while still in high
Guilty pleasure: Star old. Young man from Tempo Praha had a great year in Guilty pleasure: school. Although he has artistic talent in his genes, he
Wars, The Clone Wars the NJCAA Region 9 competition, which he won with The office decided to pursue baseball. He made his debut on the
One interesting fact his team and was also named Pitcher of the Year. In One interesting fact world stage at the 2017 U12 World Cup, and was part of
about yourself: | like to addition, he helped the U23 national team win a silver about yourself: | watch the selection for the Asia Trip and K-Series, and will now
play chess medal at the European Championship. He debuted darts religiously make his debut at the WBC.

with the men’s national team at the Asia Trip 2024
where he became a darling of the Taipei’s crowd.
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Cervenka Martin

Team: Kotlarka Praha
Age: 33 Nickname: Barry
Job: sales position - sell plastic granules
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
119/24 4291542  21/4 4716

c 55 Favourite MLB player: Alex Rodriguez

Cervinka Martin

Team: DraciBrno
Age: 29 Nickname: Chevy
Job: senior audit associate
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
129/5 .326/.000 1/0 21/0

Favourite MLB player: Francisco Lindor

-
—

Hobbies: golf, skiing After the 2021 season, he returned to the Extraleague, where Hobbies: sleeping - Bio: In adulthood he represented Czechia since 2018
Guilty pleasure: he has dominated the batting statistics ever since. A very anytime, anywhere (Super6, WUBC) and was part of the team at the 2022
Big Bang Theory experienced player and excellent catcher, he has not lost his Guilty pleasure: WBCq. However, due to an injury, he did not make
One interesting fact form or enthusiasm for the game even in the Czech league The Bachelor the nomination for the tournament itself. Now he
about yourself: and continues to be a great asset to the national team. He One interesting fact is returning to the national team with even greater

It's a secret has contributed to all of Czech baseball’s successes in the about yourself: | still determination. He has celebrated six championship
Bio: The best Czech player last decade. Last year, he hit a home run cycle in a game have the same pillow I'had  tjtles with Draci Brno in the Extraleague and has

in history spent 10 seasons against Italy at the PBW. At the European Championships, since | was 5 played in 334 games so far. In 2024, he won the

in the MiLB system and he was one of the main forces for the bronze medal win. His European Champions League with Draci and received
came very close to starting achievements also include the Czech Extraleague title with the MVP award.

in MLB for the NY Mets. Kotlarka Praha (2015).

Escala William

Team: HrosiBrno
Age: 27 Nickname: Willie
Job: construction superintendent and estimator
Stats: AA Baseball / Extraleague 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
48/29 .250/.310 3/1 9/4
UTL 5 Favourite MLB player: Mike Trout, Derek Jeter, Jose Ramirez

Zelenka Martin

Team: Tempo Praha

Age: 25 Nickname: Zeli

Job: baseball coach

Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
60/2 .267/.000 2/0 13/1

Favourite MLB player: Josh Donaldson

z = =

Hobbies: working out in Bio: A newcomer to theWBC with experience and Hobbies: golf, work on Bio: The son of a Cuban father and Czech mother, he
the gym, video games success from college baseball in the USA, where he veh_lcles fit perfectly into the Czech team. He made his debut in
Guilty pleasure: trice won the All-Academic award at Pitt CC. In 2025, Guilty pleasure: Formula the national jersey at the 2023 WBC and immediately
Lovelsland he played 14 games in D1for UNCW and achieved an 1: Drive to survive, attracted attention not only with his performance, but
One interesting fact 8-game hitting steak. He won gold with the national Remember the Titans also with his fighting spirit and bravery. Since then he has
about yourself: I'm crazy team at the U23 European Championships in Prague. One interesting fact been an integral part of the team. He has participated in
perfectionist He has been playing in the Extraleague since he was about yourself: | actually all importatnt events and also won a bronze medal at the
15 and has 214 hits to his name. He is a protege of the don'tlike to watch sports 2025 European Championships. He played baseball for
Tempo Praha, but will play for Sokol Hluboka in the on T.V. Onlyin person. five years at college in the US(D1and D2) and now playes
2026 season. in independent leagues. In Czechia, he plays for Hrosi
Brno.
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Muzik Martin

Team: Sokol Hluboka
Age: 29 Nickname: Sku, Magic, Magic Muzik
Job: groundskeeper, social media guy
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
154/22 .377/182  12/0  48/1
Favourite MLB player: Pete Alonso

Johnson Ryan

Team: Nuclears Trebic
_ Age: 33 Nickname: RJ
S 2 Job: english teacher at a catholic highschool

Stats: Extraleague 2025
/ D AB AVG HR _ RBI

90 .300 6 24
UTL 30 Favourite MLB player: Doc Halladay
‘-: —

Hobbies: reading fictional burst onto the Czech Extraleague scene in 2021. He played Hobbies: fishing, video Czechia's victory against China at the 20233 WBC. As
novels, playing video for the Nuclears Trebi¢, helping them win the bronze games captain, he led the U23 team to gold (2019) and the
games with friends medal last year both at bat and on the mound. Over the Guilty pleasure: The men'’s team to bronze at the European Championships. He
Guilty pleasure: course of five seasons, he managed to hit 164 hits and Simpsons, Love Island is a member of the Czech Home Run Club, ranking 6th in the
Below deck Str'kﬁ out 354 batters. He announced h!s transfer to the What is the best advice Extraleague’s all-time charts with 98 homeruns. He started
One interesting fact Hrogi Brno for the 2026 season. He decided to settle down you have ever received: as a catcher and also played in the outfield for the national
about yourself: Although Ihn' Czechia and recieved his passport in 2025. He made. If you are five minutes team. He grew up in Sokol Hluboka, where he returned
| am perceived as an is debutin thepzech men'’s nat|ona|t¢gm at the PBW in early, you are already late. fter his t d e dhei .
; : 2024, and officially played as a Czech citizen a year later in <Y YR ' S EINGETT (s Wkl elevEinieisre] uo unre uef Igliis;, @Inie] e 1S @ et
athlete, im really quite Regensburg. His first international event was Euro 2025, Bio: Magic Muzik, captain representative and face of this club from southern Bohemia.
anerd. and now he faces another challenge in the form of WBC. He of the national team. He won the championship title with Kotlarka Praha (2015).
Bio: The Canadian native values his “Receiving all American honors at LCU". His homerun decided Before the game, he gets in the mood with Czech hip hop.

MensSik Vojtéch
Team: HrosiBrno
Age: 27 Nickname: Muatah, thesheep, Freaky Mensiki
Job: dataanalyst at PRO5 Baseball Academy
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
56/23 .232/.304 0/0 9/1
IF 77 Favourite MLB player: Shohei Ohtani, Trea Turner

W m
Pospisil Jan
Team: North Geenville University (USA) / Hrosi Brno
Age: 22 Nickname: Pospec, Bambi/Bambas
Job: student, youth baseball coach
Stats: Extraleague 2025

AB AVG HR RBI
98 367 0 16
Favourite MLB player: Ken Griffey Jr,, Ronald Acufia Jr.

-
< -

Hobbies: hiking, watching  Bijo: In 2021, he became the first Czech player to play Hobbies: cooking, going Bio: Another promising young Czech baseball player
movies and TV shows in the College World Series for NC State Wolfpack. He fqr a Great Qzech bper grew up in Hrosi Brno, where he joined the Extraleague at
Guilty pleasure: signed a contract with the LA Angels, but was released with my family or friends the age of 16. Like most of his peers, he went to university
Bridgerton after the draft and played only half a season in MiLB. Guilty pleasure: Naked in the US, where he attended Pitt Community College and
One interesting fact He regularly plays as a successful lead-off hitter and Attraction, Borat has now moved to North Greenville University. In 2025,
about yourself: | have amazes with his excellent defense, where he can play One interesting fact he won silver medal at the European Championships with
atwin sister almost any infield position. In Czechia, he is loyal to his about yourself: You the U23 national team and qualified for the 2026 World
home club, Hrosi Brno, which he has helped reach the would have to ask my host  championships. This is his first time at the WBC, but he
finals three times. family in the USA... has already shown himself to the world audiance at the

K-Series.
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Prokop Milan

Team: DraciBrno
Age: 22 Nickname: Milda
Job: student, social media for Draci Brno
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
118/23 .271/.348 2/0  21/2

TL 56 Favourite MLB player: Francisco Lindor, Aaron Judge

Chlup Marek

Team: Caliente de Durango (MEX)
Age: 27 Nickname: Mara
Job: baseball player

Stats: Japan Eastern League

AB AVG HR RBI
165 .273 4 31

Favourite MLB player: Jarren Duran

Hobbies: gym, Bio: He was one of the youngest players at the last Hobbies: traveling player in history to enter the Extraleague. One of the best
snowboarding, ice hockey, WBC and has been proving his quality ever since. He Guilty pleasure: Czech batters in history, he is an excellent outfielder
fan-watching other sports started out at Pelikans Bu&ovice, but has now been Wife swap with dynamite in his hands. In 2022, he became the
GUl“.V pleasure: playing for Draci Brno for five years, winning four One interesting fact conference player of the year and a D2 World Series
Survivor ) championship titles with them. In addition to his high about yourself: I'm good champion with NGU. He is the first Czech to play in the
One interesting f;ct school experience in the US, he also boasts a year- a'E sewing . ) NPB. Due to an injury, he was unable to compete in the
about yourself; | ||Stef1 to long stint in the Independent League BC-League with Bio: A native of Cesky 2025 European Championship, but everyone belives
podcasts on daily basis, Kanagawa Future Dreams. He has played all infield Dub, he played for several that he will deliver another great preformance at bat and
| rather watch other sports positions in his career, but most often plays SS and 3B. Czech clubs and, wearing in defense at the 2026 WBC. His role model outside of
than baseballandlloveto  He also fondly remembers participating in the Little the Arrows Ostrava jersey, baseball is Matthew McConaughey, and he listend to
follow politics. League World Series tournament. became the 6th youngest techno music before games.

Vavra Terrin

Team: free agent

Age: 28 Nickname: T Man

Job: baseball player

Stats: MLB career
AB AVG HR RBI
139 252 1 17

Favourite MLB player: Kyle Stowers

Krejcirik Marek

Team: NuclearsTrebic¢

Age: 24 Nickname: Black work

Job: freelancer

Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
14/12 .272/.250 3/0 10/0

Favourite MLB player: Ichiro Suzuki

Hobbies: spending time Bio: A newcomer to the Czech team, he is the only Hobbies: spending time Bio: A versatile player who can play almost any

with my wife and kids and player on the roster with MLB experience. He was with family and friends position. One of few players to have participated in two
golflng drafted by the Colorado Rockies in 2018 and spent atour cottage, watching consecutive Little League World Series (2013-2014).
GUI'FV pleasure: eight seasons moving up and down the Baltimore qurts. ) He started playing baseball in Trebi¢, and after four
Reall_ty TV Sh_OWS Orioles system. He made his MLB debut in 2022 and Guilty p|e.asure: Movie years with the Hrosi Brno, he returned to Nuclears
One interesting fact has appeared in 68 major league games. After the Legend with Tom Hardy Trebi¢ in 2025. If he did not play baseball, he would
aboutyourself: | love to 2025 season, Terrin elected free agency. His great- One interesting fact devote himself to athletic sprints or play hockey.

cook and | am a big fan of grandfather was born in Czechia, and Terrin is now about yourself: | collect

coffee. proud to represent his family heritage for the first time. slides from Czech

streetwear brands.

He has never been to Japan and will visit the country
for the first time at the WBC.
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Hobbies: travelling and
pohotography

Guilty pleasure:

Reality TV shows

One interesting fact
about yourself: | could
name almost all the
countries in the world and
their flags when | was
5years old.

Hobbies: pokémon,
hanging out with familys
Guilty pleasure:
Pokémon anime

One interesting fact
about yourself: | made
my own Pokémon board
game that | play with my
family.

Prejda Max

Team: Yale University (D1) / Kotlarka Praha
Age: 18 Nickname: -
Job: student
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
63/17 .349/118 3/0  16/2

Favourite MLB player: Gunnar Henderson

Bio: The youngest member of the team, who made his
big debut in the men’s national team at the successful
European Championships in Rotterdam. So far, he
has only played two seasons in the Extraleague for
Kotlarka Praha. In addition to the outfield, he has

also played on the mound. In 2019 he received an
award for the most stolen bases (11) at the U12 World
Championship. He participated in the PG National
Showcase and, in 2024, the East Coast Pro Showcase.
Next year, he is expected to play D1 at Yale University.

Sindelka Michal

Team: Chipola College (USA) / Draci Brno
Age: 20 Nickname: Sindys
Job: student
Stats: Extraleague 2025 / Euro 2025
AB AVG HR RBI
45/20 .356/150 2/0 9/4

Favourite MLB player: Ronald Acuia

Bio: Despite his young age, this outfielder from Draci
Brno has already won four championship titles. At

the 2025 U23 European Championships, he won the
award for best batter of the tournament and was one
of the driving forces behind the team’s silver medal
and qualification for the World Championship. Since
2022, he has been playing at universities in the US,
and in 2025 he played in the MLB Draft League for the
Mahoning Valley Scrappers (91 AB, 25H, 11 RBI). He
made his debut for the men’s national team at the Asia
Tour in 2024.
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JAKUB MATUSKA AKA MASKER
artist

In my illustrations for the Czech National Baseball Team, | capture four
selected moments from the Czechia vs. Japan game at the 2023 WBC.
| focused on one-on-one situations in which our players defeated world-
class opponents. These are moments with the archetypal power of the
David vs. Goliath story, moving, inspiring, and surprising. Not only for
young athletes, but also as a statement about the system and society from
which something so successful could emerge.

For me, this story also has a personal dimension. | once played alongside
some of these players as a teammate or opponent. This makes me all the
more fascinated by the progress Czech baseball has achieved in a single
generation.

It is this transformation that gives these moments a meaning that
transcends the sport itself. One of the highlights is the moment when
Ondrej Satoria strikes out Shohei Ohtani - a scene | also painted on the wall
of the national pavilion at Expo Osaka in the spring, as a statement about
our society. The story of Czech baseball resonates unexpectedly strongly
in Japan, and | was surprised by how many ordinary people knew about
that game. It's great publicity for Czechia.

Icarefullyredrewtheshotsfromthatgameindetail, andthenexperimented
with the composition. | wanted to combine the retro aesthetics of 1990s
university T-shirts, the game's “versus” theme, and the portrait stylization
of our players Muzik, Satoria, Chlup, and Escala. | “animated” actions and
incorporated them into the typographic composition.
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WTW3B, tERMNY L ANILDOHEFICH L. FTIDEF 5NN 1IOR R THE
FLUIEBRBICERZY Tl S5 AET IV 7 TOYEEERIEZR
BAR%F--5ETHD. BEIEICKANI. fIEES5x. Exsx52TWV
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COYEEICIE. FAEBICE>THEANBREENH 5, FAlTH DT ChoDi#E
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MARTIN HASEK
Editor of the Sport daily newspaper
and author of the book ,,Baseball:

9.

MARTIN HASEK

Small Country, Big Dreams”
It's still hard for me to believe that
| wrote a book about baseball. At the

MALA ZEME, VELKE SNY

beginning of winter 2023, | knew very
little about the game, but a visit to Tokyo
— where the Czech national team later
played in the World Baseball Classic —
changed everything.

| have worked as a sports journalist for
over thirty years, and covered thirteen
Olympic Games, yet this baseball
experience was truly exceptional.
| witnessed historic moments of Czech
baseball, learned the story of its rise, and
met the players, coaches, and dedicated staff behind the scenes.

Like the rest of the world, | was moved by the story of Czech amateurs
competing with elite players from MLB and Asian leagues — but soon
discovered the narrative was not complete. Although most Czech players
do not earn a living from baseball, they approach the game professionally.
After the World Baseball Classic, national team coach Pavel Chadim
offered me the opportunity to write a book about the rise of Czech baseball.

| was surprised by how quickly the game won me over. | came to
understand its magic and tried to capture the success of Czech players in
the book. In Czechia, we love ice hockey and football and celebrate many
sporting stars, including Olympic champion Ester Ledecka, who is an
Olympic champion in alpine skiing and alpine snowboarding. Baseball is
not yet as popular, but it has gained attention and has great potential in
our country.

The Czech team will be considered an underdog at the 2026 World
Baseball Classic, but | don’t think that's the case. Knowing the players and
coaches, | believe they can surprise the world again and show they have not
wasted the three years since the last WBC

You can find the book in the fanshop.

SMALL COUNTRY,

BIG DREAMS
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JAKUB STARIK
Baseball and Softball Coverage Editor at CT Sport, Commentator

Baseball began to receive coverage on what was then Czechoslovak
Television in the early 1980s. Regular reporting followed in 1988, thanks to
Prague Baseball Week. Following the Czech national team’s advancement
to Group A of the European Championship in 1996, all major baseball
events have been broadcast regularly on Czech Television.

Czech Television is proud to present this sport to a broader audience
through major tournaments such as the World Baseball Classic. These
events allow not only sports fans but also casual viewers to gradually
discover the beauty of the game, understand its rules, and appreciate its
uniqueness.

The match between the Czech Republic and Japan at the 2023 WBC was
watched by one million television viewers, many of whom remained loyal
to the sport during the Czech national team’s subsequent matches in the
years that followed.

It is wonderful that the entire 2026 WBC will be broadcast nationwide on
CT Sport, with 18 games offered with Czech commentary.

WBC 2026 PRE-GAMES
22/2 Sun Czechia vs. Chiba Mariners In preparation for the
23/2 Mon Czechiavs. Chiba Mariners WBC, Czech players pre-
24/2 Tue Czechiavs. Hiroshima Carps pared a special set of jer-
26/2 Thu Czechiavs. Chiba Mariners seys featuring several in-
27/2 Fri ~ Czechiavs. Giants teresting Japanese motifs.
2/3 Mon Czechiavs. Giants Japanese rising sun mo-
3/3 Tue  Czechiavs. Orix tif, typography inspired by
Tokyo neon signs, detail of
_ Mount Fuji on the sleeve

(V) P\ / ﬂlll‘l'ﬁl! stripes
\

@ \ % \ Attentive fans can find in
\ 9P V the numbers illustrations of
| | players from previous WBC

season.
| , \ | | We would like to thank
- S N all Japanese teams for the

opportunity to play these
preparatory matches with
them.
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MARINES-CZECH ShIHAL.
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